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BACKGROUND MATERIAL
After Hungary’s accession to the European Union, the Government of the Republic of Hungary and the government of the Russian Federation signed an economic cooperation agreement on 16 February 2005 that made the cooperation operating on the principle of market economy since the change of political system conform with EU requirements.

Pursuant to this agreement, the Parties created the Hungarian-Russian Intergovernmental Economic Cooperation Committee (abbreviated as IECC) on new foundations, which usually meets once a year. Based on the established practice, the meetings last two days and hosting the meeting alternates between the parties. 

The IECC is headed by national co-chairmen appointed by their Governments. Their position within their own government is an indication expressed in diplomatic terms of the significance attributed by the respective government to the cooperation with the other party.

The IECC’s current leaders:

On the Hungarian side Minister of National Development Tamás Fellegi, who is also the government commissioner responsible for Hungarian-Russian economic relations. Earlier no such post of a government commissioner for a specific partner country existed and its establishment speaks for itself.

On the Russian side the IECC’s current leader is First Deputy Prime Minister Alekseyevich Zubkov, former prime minister. Viktor Zubkov is also responsible for agriculture in the government led by Vladimir Putin. His status and the area he is in charge of, which is important from the aspect of Hungarian export plans, are also of symbolic value.

The day-to-day work of the IECC is directed by two vice-chairmen, Dr Ernő Keskeny, ministerial commissioner responsible for CIS affairs at the Foreign Ministry, on the Hungarian side and Yuri Stetsenko, head of department at the Ministry for Economic Development, on the Russian side. IECC secretaries aid the work of the vice-chairmen on both sides.

The operation of the Hungarian-Russian IECC is built on the activity of working parties created in accordance with the agreement of the parties. Currently the IECC has eight working parties. These are

· Industry, energy and investment

· Infocommunication and innovation

· Regional

· Military technology 

· Agriculture

· Construction

· Tourism

· Health and pharmaceuticals

The working parties are likewise headed by national co-leaders. They are high ranking civil servants responsible for specific areas. Following the change of government in 2010, at the request of IECC co-chairman Tamás Fellegi, the Hungarian ministries recently appointed new leaders for the working parties, who will shortly contact their Russian counterparts and begin consultations within the working parties in preparation for the forthcoming, sixth meeting of the IECC reviewing 2010 and defining the tasks for 2011. The sixth meeting of the IECC will be hosted by the Russian party. 

The co-chairmen meet several times a year, which is another level of the preparation for the IECC meeting. The meeting of Tamás Fellegi and Viktor Zubkov on 8 October 2010 was also to this end. The co-chairmen of the IECC first met in Moscow on 27 August. 

The parties earlier agreed to consider the possibility of holding the IECC meetings at provincial venues. This would enable the beneficial media attention surrounding the IECC meeting to be focused on Russian regions with potential for Hungarian businesses and in Hungary on tourism centres intended for presentation to Russian visitors.

Ministry of National Development

Communications Department

Budapest, 9 October 2010
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