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With a view to securing food supply and the services agriculture provides for society the CAP must also in the future stay a vital EU policy sector to maintain, with its objectives, a sustainable agriculture which covers the whole EU territory and to contribute to the maintenance of the diversity, quality and individuality of its products.  The reforms of the Common Agricultural Policy that have so far been undertaken have enhanced the market orientation, sustainability and competitive strength of European agriculture.

The EU will also in the future need an effective, sustainable and competitive European agriculture and a strong CAP to be able to cope with new political challenges like climate change, supply security and safety of food, energy and industrial raw materials, environment and biodiversity, health and demographic change, and to make a significant contribution to the “Europe 2020” strategy.

The EPP Ministers principally consider the legislative proposals presented by the European Commission as a basis for the forthcoming negotiations and call above all for

·  more simplification, flexibility and subsidiarity; 

· the maintenance of the two pillars of the Common Agricultural Policy, the support for rural development as well as the basic coverage and the risk coverage through the direct payments in order that European agriculture will also in the future be able to fulfil its multifunctional tasks;

· measures to improve competitive strength, market orientation and sustainability in order that agriculture will also in the future be able to make its contribution to the objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy;

· the maintenance of a safety net for critical market and price situations as well as the strengthening of the position of agricultural producers in the food supply chain;

· a strong focus on innovation, in particular in respect of the improvement of productivity and sustainability, and the necessary adaptation to and mitigation of climate change.

The EPP Ministers regret that the European Commission has only insufficiently taken account of the comprehensive proposals of the Agriculture Council and the European Parliament to simplify the CAP. They can see that, in spite of a few approaches towards simplification, the proposals altogether lead to a markedly higher bureaucratic burden for agriculture and the administration. They see the need to attach overriding importance to the question of simplification, which means to subject all approaches of the future Common Agricultural Policy to a detailed examination under this aspect.  

They welcome the approach of sustainable natural resource management, which has to take fully into account the principle of simplification. To be successful the relevant measures, in particular the greening, must be simple, effective and compatible with the economic reality of farming and reasonably practicable without any additional administrative tasks for the agricultural sector. Furthermore they should not jeopardize proven, already successfully applied programmes, in particular not the agri-environmental measures in the second pillar. The question of a practice-oriented and pragmatic procedure and implementation will be of high importance both in the field of direct payments and in respect of the topics “active farmer”, young farmers, small farmers as well as degression and capping of the direct payments. 
Member States have to be given adequate flexibility in the implementation of any new model to avoid rejections on national level, without creating competitive distortions between Member States or disturbances of the internal market.  

The EPP Ministers welcome the G20 Action Plan on food price volatility and agriculture, as food security is one of the special challenges to be tackled by the international community. To be able to counter the volatile prices and the speculations on food, and to improve the productivity of agricultural production, we need effective agricultural policies both on global and on European level and have to strengthen international coordination.

The Common Agricultural Policy is confronted with a great number of new challenges and demands of society and wants and takes efforts to meet them. The EPP Ministers point out that these requirements and tasks can be met only if sufficient budgetary resources are available and that a final assessment of the reform package, including a redistribution of funding volumes for the 1st and 2nd pillar of the CAP among Member States, will be possible only after the results of the negotiations on the future multiannual financial framework are known.
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